THE RIDGES SPRING 2009 NEWSLETTER

Happy Spring Everyone:

According to the calendar, spring has arrived, but if you step outside most days you are not sure.  We have been through the worst winter in the last seven years.  Some days the temperature varies as much as 30 degrees that is from 65F to 35F.  We have had cold, raw, windy days and lots of rainy days, especially on weekends.

Things are starting to change; the Ridges are coming to life.  The greens are starting to show, along with some flowers.  We are beginning to see more people gathering and talking, walking, jogging and biking.  I am sure that within the next week or so, the combination of daylight savings time and warm weather will again make the Ridges what it always has been, a great place to live and enjoy as a community.

To continue, we have provided information on topics that should be of interest to all homeowners.

2008 Board of Directors and Contact Information:

· Bob Holloway (President; bholloway@verizon.net)

· John Juzwiak (Vice-President: johnjuzwiak@hotmail.com_)

· Ben Truskoski (Secretary/Treasurer; bbtruski@yahoo.com)

· Fred Bamonte (bamonte72688@embarqmail.com)

· Sammy Belcher (sbelcher1@verizon.net)

Landscaping:

Our landscape contractor, Caribbean Landscaping, has pruned the shrubs and pampas grass and sprayed herbicide on the turf weeds, and is scheduled to mulch the beds and common areas before Easter.

The weather this winter was hard on our Oleander shrubs.  This latitude is at the northern end of their range, and many plants are severely stressed and several are completely dead.  Caribbean will remove the dead plants this spring.  In addition, the Landscape Committee had to replace the Yaupon Holly and Southern Wax myrtle that we planted at the end of Ridge Lane in fall 2007 with Russian Olive.  Although the holly and wax myrtle are native plants, they couldn’t handle the exposure to wind and salt spray at that location.  Russian Olive is the choice of last resort because although it is tough and should be able to handle those locations, it is non-native and invasive.
Irrigation System:

The Board of Directors would like to remind everyone that operation and maintenance of the irrigation systems is the responsibility of the owners of each system.

To properly maintain your lawn, the irrigation should be turned on at the beginning of the growing season and kept operational until the grass becomes dormant in the late fall.  Failure to properly irrigate your lawn could lead to the death of the sod.  It should be noted that the governing documents of the Association place responsibility for the proper irrigation of the grass on the owners and state that if a lawn dies due to lack of water, the Association has the right to replace it at the owner’s expense.

Caribbean Landscaping and Bennett’s Irrigation have both offered to turn the systems on in the spring, make any necessary adjustments, and turn the systems back off in the fall.  Caribbean will charge $50 for this service and Bennett will charge $60.  (Bennett’s service included replacement of the back-up battery and minor repairs).  This service is for Ridges property owners only.  If you are interested, please contact them directly.

Caribbean Landscaping – (252)480-6400 or caribbeanlands@earthlink.net
Bennett’s Irrigation Service – (252) 449-4300

As an alternative, The Ridges Landscape Committee has also agreed to turn the systems on in the spring and off in the fall at no charge, for any owners who request their services.  If the Committee members find any adjustments or repairs are needed when the system is turned on, you will be contacted.  You can then contact a contractor of your choice to make the necessary adjustments and repairs.  If you wish to take advantage of this service, please complete and return the attached form.

Ridges Website:

Our website is available at http://www.ridgespoa.com to provide access to important documents and information.  New information recently added to the website includes a draft of the minutes of the 2008 Annual Meeting, 2009 Landscape Contract, 2009 Budget and current Board meeting minutes.

Owner Directory:

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting, we would like to develop a directory of owners for The Ridges to help you get to know your neighbors and keep in touch in case of emergencies.  Participation in the directory is voluntary.  The directory will be distributed to owners via email.  It will not be available on our website.  Several owners have already provided information for the directory.  If you are interested in being listed in the directory, please provide our Property Manager with the following information: name, addresses, phone number, and email address.
Bulk Trash and Yard Debris:

The Town will pick up bulk trash (e.g. furniture, grills) from Oct. 1 through April 30 only.  If you generate bulk trash from May 1 through Sept. 30, please take it to the Town’s bulk item drop-off across from the Nags Head Public Works on Lark Avenue (take Eighth Street west from S. Croatan Highway at the ABC store and take a left on Lark).  The site’s hours of operation are:  Monday, Thursday and Saturday, 8AM to 4PM.  If bulk items are left at The Ridges dumpster area from May 1 through September 30, we must pay Village Services to have them taken away, which has cost us several hundred dollars annually.

The Town will pick up yard debris left at the “curb” all year.  Call the Public Works Department at 441-1122 to get on the pick-up list.
General Items:

Fireworks:

Please continue to apprise renters and visitors that, effective January 2008; use of all fireworks is banned in the Town of Nags Head.  This includes sparklers and fountains.  The Board of Commissioners passed the ban because of the fire hazard and debris and litter left on the beaches.

Dogs:

All dogs MUST be on a leash at all times.  PLEASE, PROMPTLY CLEAN-UP YOUR DOG'S WASTE.

Homes:

Homes should be free of debris and unsightly items.

Parking:

Parking on the grass is not allowed in the Ridges.

We owners all have a large investment in our homes and The Ridges; we appreciate everyone’s attention to the above General Items.  Let us all join in keeping The Ridges the model to all the other communities in the Village and the Outer Banks.

Sincerely,

Your Board of Directors,

Bob, John, Ben, Fred and Sammy
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